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Note for reviewers

As new economic developments occur and needs in economic analysis change, underlying tools, such as economic classifications, have to reflect these new conditions. The revision of the International Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities (ISIC) is being conducted in this context.

The revision of ISIC pursues a number of goals, such as to adapt the classification to the changed economic situation in the world, reflect the needs of countries in different phases of economic development, improve the relationship of ISIC to other important activity classifications in use around the world and to provide guidance to users of the classification through detailed explanatory notes.

The current document is the third in a series of consultation documents in the revision process of ISIC. It provides a complete draft of the proposed ISIC structure with a complete set of explanatory notes. Also included in the document is a discussion related to the use of value added for mixed activities. In previous discussions, the majority of countries have favored the use of value added as the universal criterion for determining the primary activity of a unit, even in the case of vertical integration. This document discusses options of how to make this universal rule operational.

Comments are expected on all parts of this document, including a) the detailed aggregation structure as such, b) the definition of individual categories, c) the discussion on the use of value added. Comments on the structure can range from requests for additional detail over requests for collapsing certain categories in this structure to completely different concepts of definition and aggregation. The document also includes a number of comments on individual categories, to which additional reactions are expected. 

Please note that the top-level structure as proposed by the Expert Group on International Economic and Social Classifications has been approved by the United Nations Statistical Commission as the basis for the detail work on ISIC. Changes to the higher levels of the classification will therefore be more difficult to accept at his point and would need more extensive rationalizations. 

To facilitate the review process, comments on this document should reference the codes used in this draft.

This document should be discussed with data producers, data users and other stakeholders in your county. Your comments should reflect your countries consolidated position on these issues.

Comments should be sent by 15 November 2004 by e-mail to the UN Classifications Hotline (CHL@un.org), by fax (1 212 963-1374) or mail to:

United Nations Statistics Division

Attn: Statistical Classifications Section

DC2-1522, 2 UN Plaza

New York, NY 10017, USA
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ISIC Rev.4 draft explanatory notes

24
Manufacture of basic metals

This division includes the activities of smelting and/or refining ferrous and non-ferrous metals from ore, pig or scrap, using electrometallurgic and other process metallurgic techniques. Units in this division also manufacture metal alloys and super-alloys by introducing other chemical elements to pure metals. The output of smelting and refining, usually in ingot form, is used in rolling, drawing and extruding operations to make sheet, strip, bar, rod or wire, and in molten form to make castings and other basic metal products.

242
Manufacture of basic precious and non-ferrous metals

See class 2420.

2420
Manufacture of basic precious and non-ferrous metals

This class includes:

· production of basic precious metals:

production and refining of unwrought or wrought precious metals: gold, silver, platinum etc. from ore and scrap

· production of precious metal alloys

· production of precious metal semi-products

· production of silver rolled onto base metals

· production of gold rolled onto base metals or silver

· production of platinum and platinum group metals rolled onto gold, silver or base metals

· production of aluminium from alumina

· production of aluminium from electrolytic refining of aluminium waste and scrap

· production of aluminium alloys

· semi-manufacturing of aluminium

· production of lead, zinc and tin from ores

· production of lead, zinc and tin from electrolytic refining of lead, zinc and tin waste and scrap

· production of lead, zinc and tin alloys

· semi-manufacturing of lead, zinc and tin

· production of copper from ores

· production of copper from electrolytic refining of copper waste and scrap

· production of copper alloys

· manufacture of fuse wire or strip

· semi-manufacturing of copper

· production of chrome, manganese, nickel etc. from ores or oxides

· production of chrome, manganese, nickel etc. from electrolytic and aluminothermic refining of chrome, manganese, nickel etc., waste and scrap

· production of alloys of chrome, manganese, nickel etc. 

· semi-manufacturing of chrome, manganese, nickel etc.

· production of mattes of nickel

· production of uranium metal from pitchblende or other ores

· smelting and refining of uranium

This class also includes:

· manufacture of wire of these metals by drawing

· production of aluminium oxide (alumina)

· production of aluminium wrapping foil

· manufacture of aluminum (tin) foil laminates made from aluminum (tin) foil as primary component

· manufacture of precious metal foil laminates

This class excludes:

· manufacture of precious metal jewellery, see 3211

243
Casting of metals

This group includes the manufacture of semi-finished products and various castings, typically produced for third parties according to their specifications.

This group excludes:

· manufacture of finished cast products such as:

pipes and related items, see 2410

boilers and radiators, see 2512

cast household items, see 2599

2431
Casting of iron and steel

This class includes activities of iron and steel foundries.

This class includes:

· casting of semi-finished iron products

· casting of grey iron castings

· casting of spheroidal graphite iron castings

· casting of malleable cast-iron products

· casting of semi-finished steel products

· casting of steel castings

2432
Casting of non-ferrous metals

This class includes:

· casting of semi-finished products of aluminium, magnesium, titanium, zinc etc.

· casting of light metal castings

· casting of heavy metal castings

· casting of precious metal castings

· die-casting of non-ferrous metal castings

